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Common Core Standards for Reading and Writing (June 2010), grades 6-8

Standards | Page References
Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Grades 6-8
Key Ideas and Details
1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of Reading Skills: supporting facts and details, 508-509, analyzing historical information, 550—

primary and secondary sources.

551; Social Studies Skills: understanding historical interpretation, 140, determine different
points of view, 174, determining the context of statements, 226, assessing primary and
secondary sources, 498, interpreting political cartoons, 544, oral histories, 914; also see:
Analyzing primary sources, 44,59, 74,79, 101, 119, 132, 138, 166, 172,248,268, 276, 281,
300,324,329, 330, 391, 394,429,451, 458, 464, 478,479, 480, 491, 494, 520, 524, 531, 559,
663, 665,812,889, 896, 903, 935 ; Analyzing points of view, 51, 119, 166, 241,282,329, 334,
560; Interpreting political cartoons, 252,281, 330, 520, 559, 707; Writing Workshop: Analyzing
a Primary Source, 716-717

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

Reading Skills: supporting facts and details, 508, analyzing historical information, 550,
understanding historical fact versus historical fiction, 634, comparing historical texts, 690,
recognizing implied main ideas, 776, using primary sources: oral histories, 914; also see:
Analyzing primary sources, 520, 524,531, 559, 663, 665, 812, 889, 896, 903, 935; Writing
Workshop: Social Studies Report, 576-577, Analyzing a Primary Source, 716-717

3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process
related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes
law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

Social Studies Skills: Confronting Controversial Issues, 966; How a Bill Becomes a Law, R31;
Amending the Constitution, R38

Craft and Structure

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains
related to history/social studies.

Reading Skills: Using Context Clues: Synonyms, 868; Reading Social Studies: Key Terms and
People, 509, 551; Reviewing Ideas, Key Terms, and People, 515,521, 525, 535, 543,557,563,
571; Chapter Review: Reviewing Vocabulary, Terms, and People, 545,573, 629,713

5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g.,
sequentially, comparatively, causally).

Reading Skills: supporting facts and details, 508-509, analyzing historical information, 550—
551; also see: Social Studies Skills: interpreting political cartoons, 544; Chapter Review: Visual
Summary, 545, 573
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6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of
view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or
avoidance of particular facts).

Social Studies Skills: interpreting political cartoons, 544; also see: Analyzing primary sources,
520, 524,531, 559; Analyzing points of view, 560; Interpreting political cartoons, 520, 559

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs,
photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in
print or digital texts.

Social Studies Skills: interpreting political cartoons, 544; Chapter Review: Visual Summary,
545, 573; Multimedia Connections, 547 MC1-547 MC2; also see: Skills: geography:
interpreting maps, 512, 517, 521, 523, 529, 539, 541, 547, 561, 565; analyzing visuals, 512, 513,
514,519, 906-907; interpreting charts, 542

8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment Reading Skills: understanding historical fact versus historical fiction, 634; Social Studies Skills:
in a text. interpreting political cartoons, 544; also see: Analyzing primary sources, 520, 524,531, 559;
Analyzing points of view, 560; Interpreting political cartoons, 520, 559
9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and Reading Skills: evaluating sources, 660-661, comparing historical texts, 690-691; Writing

secondary source on the same topic.

Workshop: analyzing a primary source, 744-745

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend
history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text
complexity band independently and proficiently.

Reading Skills, 508-509, 550-551; Chapter Review, 546, 574,714

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Soci

al Studies, Grades 6-8

Text Types and Purposes
1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content
l.a. Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge Focus on Writing: a newspaper article, 546, a personal letter, 608, a list of pros and cons, 714, a

and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing
claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

radio ad, 772, a radio news broadcast, 834

1.b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant,
accurate data and evidence that demonstrate an
understanding of the topic or text, using credible sources.

Focus on Writing: a newspaper article, 546, a personal letter, 608, a list of pros and cons, 714, a
radio ad, 772, a radio news broadcast, 834

l.c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and
clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims,
reasons, and evidence.

Focus on Writing: a newspaper article, 546, a personal letter, 608, a list of pros and cons, 714, a
radio ad, 772, a radio news broadcast, 834

1d. Establish and maintain a formal style. Focus on Writing: a newspaper article, 546, a personal letter, 608, a list of pros and cons, 714, a
radio ad, 772, a radio news broadcast, 834
le. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows Focus on Writing: a newspaper article, 546, a personal letter, 608, a list of pros and cons, 714, a

from and supports the argument presented.

radio ad, 772, a radio news broadcast, 834
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2. Write Informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes.
2.a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; Writing Workshop: A Writer’s Framework (Introduction) & Prewriting, 577; Evaluation
organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader questions, 579
categories as appropriate to achieving purpose; include
formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
2.b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, Writing Workshop: A Writer’s Framework (Body), 577; Evaluation questions, 579; also see:
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other Using the Internet & Focus on Writing, 546, 574,714
information and examples.
2.c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion A Social Studies Report: Chronological order, 577
and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.
24d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to A Social Studies Report: Outline, 577, conclusion restates main idea, 579
inform about or explain the topic.
2e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone. A Social Studies Report, 576-577; A Descriptive Essay, 836-837
2f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows Writing Workshop: A Writer’s Framework (Conclusion), 577; Evaluation questions, 579; also
from and supports the information or explanation see: Concluding paragraph (sample), 578
presented.
3. (See note; not applicable as a separate requirement)
Production and Distribution of Writing
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the Writing Workshop (Evaluate and Revise, Publish): A Social Studies Report, 577, 686
development, organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-579, Persuasion and History, 654—655,
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, Analyzing a Primary Source, 716-717
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on how well purpose and audience have been
addressed.
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and Using the Internet, 546,574, 686
publish writing and present the relationships between
information and ideas clearly and efficiently.
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Research to Build and Present Knowledge

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-579; also see: Using the Internet, 546, 574
(including a self-generated question), drawing on several
sources and generating additional related, focused

questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-579; also see: Using the Internet, 546, 574
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for

citation.
9. Draw evidence from informational text to support Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-579; also see: Reading Skills: supporting facts
analysis, reflection, and research. and details, 508-509, analyzing historical information, 550-551; Social Studies Skills:
interpreting political cartoons, 544
Range of Writing
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for Focus on Writing: Chapter Review, 546, 574; Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576—

reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 577; also see: Focus on Writing: Section Assessment, 515, 521, 525, 535, 543, 557,563,571
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific
tasks, purposes, and audiences.

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading

The grades 6-12 standards on the following pages define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade span. They correspond
to the College and Career Readiness (CCR) anchor standards below by number. The CCR and grade-specific standards are necessary complements — the
former providing broad standards, the latter providing additional specificity — that together define the skills and understandings that all students must

demonstrate.
Key Ideas and Details

1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly Reading Skills: supporting facts and details, 508-509, analyzing historical information, 550—
and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 551; also see: Chapter Review: Comprehension and Critical Thinking, 545-546, 573-574, 685-
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 686

conclusions drawn from the text.

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze Reading Skills: supporting facts and details, 508-509; also see: Chapter Review: Visual
their development; summarize the key supporting details Summary, 545, 573, Reviewing Themes, 546, 574
and ideas.

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas Social Studies Skills: chance, oversight, and error in history, 572; also see: Chapter Review:
develop and interact over the course of a text. Visual Summary, 545, 573, Reviewing Themes, 546, 574
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Craft and Structure

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, Reading Social Studies: Key Terms and People, 509, 551; Reviewing Ideas, Key Terms, and
including determining technical, connotative, and People, 515, 521, 525,535, 543, 557, 563, 571; Chapter Review: Reviewing Vocabulary, Terms,
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word and People, 545, 573
choices shape meaning or tone.

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific Reading Skills: supporting facts and details, 508-509, analyzing historical information, 550-551
sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g.,
a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content Social Studies Skills: interpreting political cartoons, 544; also see: Analyzing primary sources,
and style of a text. 520, 524,531, 559; Analyzing points of view, 560; Interpreting political cartoons, 520, 559
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse Social Studies Skills: interpreting political cartoons, 544; Chapter Review: Visual Summary,
formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, | 545,573; Multimedia Connections, 547 MC1-547 MC2; also see: Skills: geography:
as well as in words*. interpreting maps, 512, 517, 521, 523, 529, 539, 541, 547, 561, 565; analyzing visuals, 512, 513,

514, 519; interpreting charts, 542

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims Social Studies Skills: interpreting political cartoons, 544; also see: Analyzing primary sources,
in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as | 520, 524,531, 559; Analyzing points of view, 560; Interpreting political cartoons, 520, 559
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or | Reading Skills: evaluating sources, 660-661, comparing historical texts, 690-691; Writing
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the Workshop: analyzing a primary source, 744-745
approaches the authors take.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational | Chapter Review: Using the Internet, 546, 574, 714; also see: Taking notes, 510, 516, 522, 528,
texts independently and proficiently. 536,552,558, 564; Chapter Review, 546, 574
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Writing
Text Types and Purposes

1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of Focus on Writing: a newspaper article, 546, a personal letter, 608, a list of pros and cons, 714, a
substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and radio ad, 772, a radio news broadcast, 834

relevant and sufficient evidence.

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-577, Analyzing a Primary Source, 716-717,
convey complex ideas and information clearly and also see: Focus on Writing: Chapter Review, 546, 57

accurately through the effective selection, organization,
and analysis of content.

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-577, Persuasion and History, 654-655, A
or events using effective technique, well-chosen details Descriptive Essay, 836-837
and well-structured event sequences.

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the Writing Workshop (Prewriting, Evaluating, Revising, and Proofreading): A Social Studies
development, organization, and style are appropriate to Report, 576-577; also see: Focus on Writing: Chapter Review, 546, 574; Focus on Writing:
task, purpose, and audience. Section Assessment, 515,521, 525, 535, 543,557,563, 571

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, Writing Workshop (Prewriting, Evaluating, Revising, and Proofreading): A Social Studies
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. Report, 576-577

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and Using the Internet, 546, 574; Writing Workshop: Publishing, 579
publish writing and to interact and collaborate with
others.

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects | Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-579; also see: Using the Internet, 546, 574
based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding
of the subject under investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-579; also see: Using the Internet, 546, 574;
digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each | also see: Writing Workshop: Analyzing a Primary Source, 744-745
source, and integrate the information while avoiding

plagiarism.
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576-579; also see: Reading Skills: supporting facts
support analysis, reflection, and research. and details, 508-509, analyzing historical information, 550-551; Social Studies Skills:

interpreting political cartoons, 544
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Range of Writing

10.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks,
purposes, and audiences.

Focus on Writing: Chapter Review, 546, 574; Writing Workshop: A Social Studies Report, 576—
577; also see: Focus on Writing: Section Assessment, 515, 521, 525, 535, 543, 557,563,571
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