
Jonathan Abrams
After the Crash. Grantland, 
March 31

Ben Adams
How to Write a Roger Federer 
Think Piece. Slate, September 11

Kent Babb
Pondering His Next Move. 
Washington Post, March 24

Bruce Barcott
Native Sun. Runner’s World, May

Rick Bass
Lucky Me. Field & Stream, 
December

Ira Berkow
Watching a Game with the First 
Fan. NBCSportsWorld.com, July 28

Brian Blickenstaff
Chasing Down the World’s 
Greatest Dogsledder. Vice, March 
10

Brendan Borrell
The Path to Least Resistance. 
Outside, October

Flinder Boyd
The Lost Season. FoxSports, 
August 21

Zac Boyer
Up Through the Ranks. 
Washington Times, July 10

Meaghan Brown
 Running on Empty. Outside, July

Monte Burke
The Legend of Lefty. Garden & 
Gun, August/September

Brian Burnsed
Playing for Two. Champion, 
Winter

Brin-Jonathan Butler
The Poison Oasis. SB Nation 
Longform, May 5

Dirk Chatelain
A Test of Endurance. Omaha 
World-Herald, May 24

Jordan Ritter Conn
The End of the Hoop Dream. 
Grantland, August 6

Matt Crossman
Blood, Sweat, and Teeth. Bleacher 
Report, September 19

Karen Crouse
A Golf Writer’s Term, Forever: 
Amen. New York Times, April 9

Alejandro Danois
Rocky Flop. The Shadow League, 
April 28
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Kavitha Davidson
In Baltimore: No Justice, No 
Peace, No Fans. BloombergView 
.com, April 30

David Davis
The Biggest Arms in the World. 
Los Angeles, May

Michael Dolan
You Can’t Keep a Good Man 
Down. Athletes Quarterly, Fall

Bill Donahue
Rise of a Running Nation. 
Runner’s World, July

Tyler Dunne
The One Drafted a Spot 
Ahead of Gronk. Buffalo News, 
November 22

Mark Emmert
The Maine Moment That Made 
Muhammad Ali. Portland Press 
Herald, May 24

Kate Fagan
 Split Image. espnW, May 7

Jason Feifer
 Nobody’s Team. Maxim, October

Bruce Feldman
Welcome to Football’s 
Quarterback Revolution. 
FoxSports, May 11

Mike Fish
A Life on the Line. ESPN: The 
Magazine, February 6

Scott Fowler
Surviving and Thriving. Charlotte 
Observer, November 16

Devin Friedman
J. R. Smith Is Always Open. GQ, 
December

David Gendelman
Parma: The Football Team 
Milked for All Their Worth. 
Howler, Summer

Amanda Girraca
The Lure of the Hunt. Virginia 
Quarterly Review, Fall

Allison Glock
Cat Zingan Will Not Be 
Defeated. ESPN: The Magazine, 
February 16

Michael Graff
 Grounded. Charlotte Magazine, 

February
Karl Taro Greenfeld

 Fever. Harper’s, June

Erik Hall
Uncle’s Death Motivates Gay 
College Athlete to Create 
Change. OutSports, July 30

Michael Heald
 The Wall. Runner’s World, June

Justin Heckert
Being Eric LeGrand. ESPN: The 
Magazine, September 14

Eva Holland
 Unclimbable. SB Nation 

Longform, May 20
Skip Hollandsworth

Mega Watt. Texas Monthly, 
September

Joseph Hopper
The Radical Calm of Alex 
Honnold. Men’s Journal, October

Katie Ives
The Sharp End. Alpinist, Spring

Tom Junod
Why We Love Football (Even 
Though We Shouldn’t). Esquire, 
September

Josh Katzowitz
Any Given Sunday. The Kernal, 
August 30

Peter Keating
Out of Thin Air. ESPN: The 
Magazine, July 14

Jason King
More Than a Meme. Bleacher 
Report, September 2
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Jeff Kirshman
Growing Up as the Fastest 
10-Year-Old Girl in America. The 
Classical, September 8

Phil Klay
Over the Edge. Men’s Journal, 
September

Rachael Maddux
Fox and Friends. Longreads, 
August 15

Kumiko Makihari
Go, Speed Racer, Go! Runner’s 
World, November

Brady McCullough
Baseball Republic. Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, September 13–17

Bucky McMahon
Will These Robots Save the 
World? GQ, November 15

Austin Meek
Pre’s Lasting Connection on 
the Inside. (Eugene, Oregon) 
Register-Guard, May 29

Sam Mellinger
Michael’s Pain. Kansas City Star, 
November 22

Ed Miller
Boxer’s Death Leaves Family 
with Safety Questions. Virginian-
Pilot, August 9

Chuck Mindenhall
In Search of Strange Brew. 
MMAFighting.com, March 24

Kevin Mitchell
In the Cold Light of Day. 
Saskatoon StarPhoenix, November 
17

J. R. Moehringer
The Education of Alex 
Rodriguez. ESPN: The Magazine, 
January 26

Richard Moore
Who Punched Eddie Merckx? 
Bicycling, July

Luke Mullins
The Long Snap. Washingtonian, 
October

JK Nickell
Freedom Riders. Southwest, 
September

Alessandra Nolan
Channeling Mr. Jordan. Sport 
Literate, End of Winter

Mike Ogle
On the Fourth Day at Chapel 
Hill. Charlotte, February

Gwendolyn Oxenham
Pinie’s Biggest Fan. USSoccer.com, 
June 14
The Soccer Moms. The Atlantic, 
June 26

Charles P. Pierce
Tom Brady Died for Our Sins. 
Esquire, August

Joe Posnanski
Pinball Wizards. Our State, July

William Powell
All About the Benjamin. St. 
Louis, November

S. L. Price
Serena Williams Is Sports 
Illustrated’s 2015 Sportsperson 
of the Year. Sports Illustrated, 
December 21

Claudia Rankine
The Meaning of Serena 
Williams. New York Times 
Magazine, August 25

Ron Rappaport
The Last Years of Ernie Banks. 
Chicago, October

Shaun Raviv
The Lost, True Story of the 
CIA’s Greatest Basketball Coach. 
Buzzfeed, September 7

Paul Reiferson
He Wears the Mask. Southwest 
Review, vol. 100, no. 3

Sam Riches
Leader of the Pack. Pacific 
Standard, March 23
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Daniel Riley
Jim Harbaugh Will Attack This 
College Football Season . . . GQ, 
September

Joshua Robinson
Descents Test Riders Against 
Time, Danger. Wall Street Journal, 
July 3

Kelefa Sanneh
The Best Defense. The New 
Yorker, May 25

Stephen Schramm
Dreams Die Hard Here. 
Fayetteville Observer, October 4

John Schulian
How One of America’s Greatest 
Sports Writers Disappeared. 
Deadspin, March 11

Brett Smith
 Against the Grain. Meta, vol. 4

Brandon Sneed
Born That Way. SB Nation 
Longform, October 14

Paul Solotaroff
Dez Bryant: The Survivor. Rolling 
Stone, August 27

Abe Streep
Waiting on Sage. California 
Sunday, March

Tim Sullivan
“You’ll Find Me at the End 
of Ebenezer Road.” Louisville 
Courier-Journal, September 6

Kyle Swenson
Misfits of Muscle. New Times 
Broward–Palm Beach, November 
5–11

Wright Thompson
Beyond the Breach. ESPN: The 
Magazine, September 14

Matt Tullis
The Ghosts I Run With. SB 
Nation Longform, April 15

Matt Tuthill
The Strength Within Her. Muscle 
& Fitness, October

Tom Vanderbilt
Hello, I Must Be Going. Outside, 
December

Jenny Vrentas
SpongeBob as QB, or Why 
Swedish Football Is Unique. The 
MMBQ, July 9

Elizabeth Weil
Ashima’s Most Daring Climb. 
espnW, December 7

Brad Willis
 Bust. The Bitter Southerner, 

November 10–11
Chris Wright

The Bullfighter. Gear Patrol, 
November

Andrew Zaleski
All Heart. Philadelphia City Paper, 
April 16




